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I. Vocabulary (10%)
For each question, choose the word that best completes the sentence.
1. Graduating from college was a __________ achievement for James since he wasn’t able to go to school until he was ten years old.
	(A) flexible
	(B) practical
	(C) trivial
	(D) remarkable


2. Oil has the __________ of floating on water. 

	(A) property
	(B) portion
	(C) principle
	(D) possession


3. We must __________ all the possibilities before making the final decision.
	(A) absorb
	(B) simplify
	(C) explore
	(D) terrify


4. Generally, people are asked not to give an abbreviation or _______ in their writings for a term that is only used once unless they are better known than their full spellings, such as CNN and BBC.
	(A) acronym
	(B) anagram
	(C) antonym
	(D) synonym


5. Based on the latest developments in _______, teaching has become more than an activity that conserves valued knowledge and skills by transmitting them to succeeding generations.
	(A) demagogy
	(B) genealogy
	(C) mineralogy
	(D) pedagogy


II. Grammar (10%)
For each question, choose the word(s) that best complete the sentence.
6. The fact _______ ants can lift more than ten times their own weight is amazing.
	(A) which
	(B) that
	(C) what
	(D) whose


7. _______ the weather into account is always a good idea when you head out for the day. 
	(A) Take
	(B) Taking
	(C) To take
	(D) Taken


8. _______ a slight improvement in sales, the company is still making a loss. 
	(A) Instead of
	(B) Because   
	(C) Despite
	(D) Even though


9. Thanks for the offer, but if I ________ another bite, I think I might explode!
	(A) ate
	(B) have eaten

	(C) will eat
	(D) would have eaten


10. Nancy stayed up really late last night. As a result, it was _______ 11 o’clock this morning that she got up.
	(A) until
	(B) not until
	(C) since
	(D) ever since


III. Cloze Test (10%)

Questions 11-15



Think toothpicks are only good for picking teeth or checking cake? Think again. Check out these toothpick tricks in the kitchen, around the house, and in the garden.

A toothpick can keep pots from boiling over.  We’ve all done it--turn the burner on high, walk away, and    11   , water is boiling over the sides of your pot. Avoid a messy stovetop by sticking a toothpick, laid flat, between the lid and pot. This small space will let steam escape, which prevents the pot from boiling over.


It helps potatoes get microwaved faster. Next time you make a baked potato, give it toothpick legs. Stick four toothpicks in one side,   12    will suspend it and allow it to cook much faster since the bottom, top, and sides are all exposed.


When dirt, dust, or grime gets between the buttons of your phone or keyboard, a toothpick can also help clean it.  Dip a toothpick in alcohol and run it through the area. You can also use this trick in any hard-to-reach crack or crevice. 


Sometimes,    13    the beginning of a tape roll is a waste of time, not to mention frustrating.  Next time when you finish your work with a tape, you can cut a piece of it, wrap the end around a toothpick to mark the start of the roll. 


A toothpick also can repair small holes in wood.  Did you    14    a nail into the wrong spot in your pine project? Don’t panic.  Dip the tip of a toothpick into white or yellow glue, then stick it in the hold and break it off.  Sand the toothpick flush to the surface and you’ll never notice the repair.

In the garden, a toothpick is useful, too.  If the stem of your favorite plant has folded over, it’s not doomed. Straighten the stem and support it by placing a toothpick against the stem and wrapping it    15    a tape. Keep your eye on it and the stem should regain its strength. When this happens, be sure to remove the splint so you don’t strangle the stem.
	11. 
	(A) of all time
	(B) before you know it

	
	(C) several days later
	(D) at the right time

	12. 
	(A) that
	(B) what
	(C) where
	(D) which

	13. 
	(A) finding
	(B) making
	(C) keeping
	(D) putting

	14. 
	(A) collapse
	(B) flip
	(C) drive
	(D) band

	15. 
	(A) at
	(B) in
	(C) on
	(D) with


IV. Reading Comprehension (10%)
We all have an image of our pet cats as our cute and cuddly companions. However, a recent study undertaken at the University of Sussex in the U.K. suggests that our furry friends have actually discovered a clever way to manipulate us! Cats purr at a fairly low level, but when they want to eat, they blend in a high frequency sound very similar to the tones that a distressed human infant makes. This means that cats can produce a sound that humans literally find impossible to ignore — so we’re more likely to feed them than shoo them away!

The study team recorded the sounds of regular cat purrs, and the sounds they make when hungry. These were played to 50 listeners, and even non-cat owners judge the latter sounds to seem more urgent. Although this urgent sound is made at a low level in normal purring, it seems some cats have learned to exaggerate it! However, not all cats seem to have learned this trick. The study suggests it is more common in cats which have a close relationship with their owners. Perhaps cats can become spoiled just like children can. 
16. According to the passage, what do cats do when they want humans to feed them?
(A) They keep quiet for a while.
(B) They return when they are shooed away.
(C) They make a sound like an upset baby.
(D) They jump so that they can’t be ignored.
17. What was NOT part of the study?
(A) Recording the purrs of different cats.
(B) Participants judging the sounds.
(C) Taping a cat’s purrs at different times.
(D) Teaching the cats a purring trick.
18. What was the final discovery of the purring study mentioned in the passage?
(A) Not all cats use these methods.
(B) All cats can be taught these tricks.
(C) Regular purring imitates human babies.
(D) Cats in large groups are more controlling.
19. What assumption does the author make in the last sentence of the passage?
(A) Most people only have one cat.
(B) Cats make good pets for children.
(C) Children and cats can both be spoiled.
(D) Cat owners are often timid.
20. Which would be the best title for the passage?
(A) Understanding the Language of Animals 
(B) The Art of Purr-suasion — A New Study
(C) Everything New Cat Owners Should Know
(D) A Guide to Ignoring Your Cat’s Calls
Ⅴ. Translation (10%)

1. 這幾年來，社群網站風靡全球。加入社群網站可以有很多好處。
2. 當我們在做一件事時，不要計較個人利益，而要以眾人利益為優先考量。
不得使用計算機或任何儀具。
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