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I. Define each of the following terms in 1-2 sentences, using a specific example from western literature that best indicates the required term. (20%)

1. vernacular literature

2. allegory
3. epic
4. parody

II. Short Answer Questions (30%) 
Read each passage below and answer the questions that follow. Answer each question in 5-6 sentences. Each answer will be evaluated by the grammatical basics as well as your knowledge of the passage.

1. Oedipus: 

  O wealth and empiry and skill by skill

  Outwitted in the battlefield of life, 

  What spite and envy follow in your train!

  See, for this crown the State conferred on me.

  A gift, a thing I sought not, for this crown

  The trusty Creon, my familiar friend,

  Hath lain in wait to oust me and suborned 

  This mountebank, this juggling charlatan

  This tricksy beggar-pries, for gain alone

  Keen-eyed, but in his proper art stone-blind. 

  Say, sirrah, hast thou ever proved thyself

  A prophet? When the riddling Sphinx was here

  Why hadst thou no deliverance for this folk?

  And yet the riddle was not to be solved

  By guess-work but required the prophet’s art; 

  Nor sign from heaven helped thee, but I came, 

  The simple Oedipus, I stopped her mouth

  By mother wit, untaught of auguries.

  This is the man whom thou wouldst undermine, 

  In hope to reign with Creon in my stead.

  Methinks that thou and thine abettor soon

  Will rue your plot to drive the scapegoat out. 

  Thank thy grey hairs that thou hast still to learn 

  What chastisement such arrogance deserves.

As the tragic flaw is one of the major features in Greek tragedy, what tragic flaw does Oedipus present in this passage?
2.

There was a housewife come from Bath, or near,
Who- sad to say- was deaf in either ear.
At making cloth she had so great a bent
She bettered those of Ypres and even of Ghent.
In all the parish there was no goodwife
Should offering make before her, on my life;
And if one did, indeed, so wroth was she
It put her out of all her charity.
Her kerchiefs were of finest weave and ground;
I dare swear that they weighed a full ten pound
Which, of a Sunday, she wore on her head.
Her hose were of the choicest scarlet red,
Close gartered, and her shoes were soft and new.
Bold was her face, and fair, and red of hue.
She'd been respectable throughout her life,
With five churched husbands bringing joy and strife,
Not counting other company in youth;
But thereof there's no need to speak, in truth.
Three times she'd journeyed to Jerusalem;
And many a foreign stream she'd had to stem;
At Rome she'd been, and she'd been in Boulogne,
In Spain at Santiago, and at Cologne.
She could tell much of wandering by the way:
Gap-toothed was she, it is no lie to say.
Upon an ambler easily she sat,
Well wimpled, aye, and over all a hat
As broad as is a buckler or a targe;
A rug was tucked around her buttocks large,
And on her feet a pair of sharpened spurs.
In company well could she laugh her slurs.
The remedies of love she knew, perchance,
For of that art she'd learned the old, old dance.
Analyze the characterization of the Wife of Bath in the Prologue to The Canterbury Tales. Is she an idealized character?
III. Essay Question (50%)

1. What important human questions are raised in the Book of Genesis of the Old Testament? Illustrate three questions or issues with the events or characters portrayed in Genesis.
2. In Greek Mythology, Pandora is the first woman created on the instructions of Zeus as a punishment of humanity owing to Prometheus’ theft of fire. What does Pandora reflect about the relationship between God and man, man and woman, and what influence does such relationship have on later literary works?
不得使用計算機或任何儀具。
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