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The Ways Student Progress is Measured in Special Education
Measuring student educational progress is important in developing and
implementing instructional strategies and evaluating program

effectiveness for your learning disabled child. Learn about the most

common ways teachers measure student educational progress for special

education programs, and gain valuable tips that will help you make

educational decisions for his special education program.
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http://learningdisabilities.about.com/od/su/g/specialeducatio.htm

1. Observation is a Helpful Tool to Measure Student Educational
Progress

Observations can provide highly accurate, detailed, and verifiable

information on student strengths and weaknesses. Observation may
be:Systematic, wherein the observer gathers data on one or more
precisely defined behaviors;Non-systematic, in which the observer
watches the child at school in the setting of concern and takes notes
on the behaviors, characteristics, and personal interactions that seem
significant; or Standardized, using professionally published systems.
2. Standardized Rating Scales Measure Progress in a Uniform Way

Rating scales measure positive and problem behavior, attention, the

child s independence skills and other areas. This information allows
the [EP team to: Determine how strong or weak his skills across settings;
Measure progress or lack of progress; and Document performance over time
in a reliable, valid manner.Rating scales are standardized
questionnaires completed by teachers, parents, and others familiar with
the student. They provide national comparisons as well.

3. Authentic Assessment Measures Progress in Applied Skills
Authentic assessment rates students’ performance on real world tasks.
To perform successfully on these tests, students must know the subject
area and be able to use that knowledge to perform problem solving tasks.
Activities used in authentic assessments may include: Conducting

research; Writing a news article, poem, or short story; revising and

discussing papers; Performing an oral presentation based on a project

or analysis; and collaborating with others.
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