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The Lyrical Quality and the Modernity
of Chinese Calligraphy: a Discussion of
the Relationship of Calligraphy and
Research of the Lyric Tradition of
Chinese Literature

Chen, Chiu-hung”

[Abstract]

This thesis examines the field the “Lyrical Quality of Chinese Calligraphy” in
order to study the relationship between Calligraphy and Chinese Literature on the basis
of the lyrical quality. Research into the “Lyrical” Quality of Calligraphy”, leads to the
rediscovery of the relationship and inner meaning between traditional and modern
theory of Calligraphy, and to discover a new foundation which can connect the
traditional concepts of Calligraphy and those of modern Calligraphy. In addition, the
wide gap between the rules of imitating the book of stone rubbings and the expression
of individual emotions could be overcome by examining the concepts of the “Lyrical
Quality of Calligraphy”. The relationship between Calligraphy and Chinese Literature
would contain the following aspects: the blend of Lyrical quality, the common culture
fountainhead, the quotation and blend of critical category, the similarity in the creative
experience, and the identical aesthetics and culture ideal. Moreover, the purity of
“Lyrical Quality of Chinese Calligraphy” could be emphasized when making
comparisons with Chinese Literature. A further benefit of a discussion of the “Lyrical”
tradition of Chinese Literature” is to highlight how the process of the lyric subjectivity
interacted with the world. Moreover, the “Lyrical Quality of Chinese Calligraphy” and
its dual nature would be rediscovered, and can be compared to the “Lyrical Quality of
Chinese Literature”. In addition, the modernity of Chinese Calligraphy and its
relationship with Modern Chinese Calligraphy would become more distinct. The field
of “Lyrical Quality of Chinese Calligraphy” would produce further discussion and
contribute to our comprehension of the values of traditional works and the vitality and
modernity of Chinese Calligraphy.

*Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.
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