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To bind the child to the social group of which he is a part, it is not
enough to make him feel the reality of it. He must be attached to it with his
whole being. There is only one effective way of doing this, and that is by
making his society an integral part of him, so that he can no more separate
himself from it than from himself. Society is not the work of the individuals
that compose it at a given stage of history, nor is it a given place. It is a
complex of ideas and sentiments, of ways of seeing and of feeling, a certain
intellectual and moral framework distinctive of the entire group. Society is
above all a consciousness of the whole. It is, therefore, this collective
consciousness that we must instill in the child.

From Emile Durkheim, Moral Education: A Study in the Theory and Application of the

Sociology of Education, translated by Everett K. Wilson and Herman Schnuer (1961) New
York: Macmillan Publishing Company. (50 # )
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