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Answer the following questions in English.
1. Lev Vygotsky’s theory of “Zone of Proximal Development” has been introduced and applied to the fields of language education in the past few decades. Based on his statement, please make a connection to the communicative competence that many EFL educators consider as the goal for learners to achieve. (25%)
2. It has been said that learning a foreign language is to acquire another culture. As a policy maker in language education, do you think learning English as a foreign language at early ages might reduce the identification of the learners’ mother culture? Does it contradict with the critical age theory of second language learning and mother culture acquisition? (25%)
3. First, please compare and contrast Content-Based Instruction and Task-Based Instruction in terms of theoretical principles, teaching objectives, classroom procedures, the role of the teacher, the role of students, and instructional materials. Then discuss the implications and applications of these two teaching approaches for teaching English to children in Taiwan. (25%)
4. If you are asked to select an English textbook for elementary school students in Taiwan, what criteria would you use to evaluate textbooks? Why do you think these criteria are important? Please justify your answers based on principles of language teaching and learning, characteristics of young language learners, the objectives of the Nine-Year Integrated Curriculum, and any other relevant factors. (25%)
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